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This  noted  pastor,  traveler,  author 
and  lecturer  is  descended  from  a  family 
of  Devonshire,  England,  navigators. 
Hi's  father  was  Captain  John  L.  Griffis 
of  Philadelphia,  who  followed  the  sea 
for  many  years. 

Dr.  Griffis  was  born  in  Philadelphia 
and  attended  the  high  school  of  that 
city.  He  served  during  the  Civil  War 
in  the  44t)h  Regiment,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1863.  In  1869  he  was  graduated  from 
Rutgers  College  and  while  a  student 
secured  five  prizes.  He  took  a  short 
journey  to  Europe  and  then  entered  the 
theological  seminary  at  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  N.  J.  In  1866  he  had  met  and 
taught  Japanese  students  and  this  was 
the  beginning  of  an  acquaintance  of 
a  memorable  nature.  He  was  invited 
to  go  to  Tokio  by  the  Japanese  govern¬ 
ment  and  in  1870  he  crossed  the  United 
States  on  the  then  new  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  and  traversed  the  Pacific 
Ocean  on  the  old  style  side  wheel 
steamer. 

He  found  Japan  without  railroads, 
postal  service,  telegraph  or  modern  im¬ 
provements.  He  spent  seven  weeks  in 
Tokio  and  then  crossed  the  country  at 
the  risk  of  his  life  and  took  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  the  castle  of  a  feudal  baron, 
who  had  rule  over  500  square  miles  of 
territory  and  3,000  retainers.  His  stu¬ 
dents  came  to  him  each  wearing  two 
swords,  but  they  were  eager  to  lea«rn 
and  very  respectful.  When  the  edict  of 
the  emperor  abolished  the  feudal  sys¬ 
tem,  he  witnessed  the  farewell  of  the 
feudal  lord  to  his  followers  and  the  be- 


ginning  of  Japan’s  new  career  as  a 
modern  state. 

He  had  discovered  that  the  Japanese 
were  too  much  given  to  mere  scholastic 
education  and  needed  manual  training. 
He,  therefore,  proposed  to  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  education  at  Tokio,  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  polytechnic  schools.  Dr.  Griffis 
was  called  to  begin  the  work  and  spent 
nearly  three  years  at  Tokio  in  charge 
of  the  department  of  chemistry  and 
physics.  Many  of  the  students  whom  he 
trained  have  since  become  men  famous 
in  the  affairs  of  state  craft  and  in  war. 

When  his  engagement  was  finished 
he  returned  to  America  and  in  1877  was 
graduated  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary.  He  then  became  pastor  of 
the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Schenec¬ 
tady,  N.  Y.,  and  also  a  professor  in 
Union  College.  In  1886  he  was  called  to 
the  pastorate  of  the  Shawmut  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  in  Boston  and  served 
seven  years.  He  also  gave  the  Dudleian 
lecture  at  Harvard  University.  It  may 
be  also  noted  here  that  he  has  lectured 
or  preached  in  many  other  universities 
of  the  country.  In  1893  he  accepted  a 
call  to  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Ithaca,  where  he  served  until  1904, 
when  he  resigned  to  give  his  time  en¬ 
tirely  to  his  special  work.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Congress  of  Religions 
at  St.  Louis.  As  an  author  he  is  a  man 
of  wonderful  prolific  genius.  “The 
Mikado’s  Empire’  has  been  a  standard 
work  on  Japan  for  30  years  and  it  has 
been  stated  that  it  is'  the  duty  of  every 
American  to  read  this  book,  so  vivid  is 
the  portrayal  of  the  situation  in  that 
country,  pregnant  with  problems  of 
world  wide  interest.  “The  Religions  of 
Japan,”  biographies  of  “Commodore 
Perry,”  “Townsend  Harris,”  “G.  F. 
Verbeck,”  and  “S.  R.  Brown.”  “Japan 
in  History,  Folk  Lore  and  Art,”  and 


other  works  have  an  interest  not  found 
elsewhere,  for  as  member  of  the  Asiatic 
Societies  of  Japan  and  Corea,  the  His¬ 
torical  Society  of  the  Imperial  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  the  intimate  associate  of 
modern  Japanese  scholars,  he  has  had 
unequalled  opportunities  for  personal 
research.  He  is  now  engaged  upon  a 
work  entitled  “The  Japanese  Nation 
in  Evolution,”  which  will  demonstrate 
the  Aryan  origin  of  that  nation. 

“America  in  the  East,”  and  “Corea 
the  Hermit  Nation,”  are  also  standard 
works  on  other  eastern  countries. 
Among  other  books  by  Dr.  Griffis  are 
“Brave  Little  Holland,”  “The  Ameri¬ 
can  in  Holland,’  “Young  Peoples’  His¬ 
tory  of  Holland,”  a  romance  entitled 
“In  the  Mikado’s  Service,”  and  an¬ 
other,  “The  Pathfinders  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,”  a  story  of  the  great  march 
through  the  wilderness  and  lake  reg¬ 
ion,  in  1776,  by  General  Sullivan.  Other 
American  books  are  “Romance  of  Dis¬ 
covery,”  “Romance  of  Colonization,” 
“Romance  of  Conquest,”  and  “The  Pil¬ 
grims  in  Their  Three  Homes.”  Dr. 
Griffiis  has  taken  great  interest  in  the 
local  history  of  the  beautiful  lake  reg¬ 
ion  of  Western  New  York  and  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  various 
historical  societies  in  the  erection  of 
tablets  and  monuments  in  commem¬ 
oration  of  the  events  of  1779  and  the 
deeds  of  frontier  times. 

He  has  visited  Europe  many  times. 
From  Union  College  he  received  the 
degree  of  D.D.,  and  from  Rutgers  Col¬ 
lege  that  of  D.H.D.  He  has  also  pro¬ 
duced  three  religious  books  of  note: 
“The  Lily  Among  Thorns,”  “John 
Chambers,”  and  “Sunny  Memories  of 
Three  Pastorates.”  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Leyden-Netherlandish  Society  of 
Letters,  of  the  Zealand  Association,  the 
Frisian  Society,  the  American  Histor- 


ical  Association,  the  International  Con¬ 
gress  of  Diplomatic  History,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters, 
and  other  organizations. 

His  introduction  to  the  Netherlands 
edition  of  Motley’s  works  and  other 
books  and  his  contributions  to  the  In¬ 
dependent,  Harper’s,  Scribner’s  and 
other  leading  periodicals  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  encyclopedias,  for  many  years 
stamp  him  as  a  man  of  high  attain¬ 
ments  in  many  fields.  Many  of  his  pro¬ 
ductions  have  been  translated  into 
other  languages. 

He  now  devotes  most  of  his  time  to 
the  lecture  field  and  to  literary  work. 
His  various  lectures  are  illustrated 
with  2,500  stereoptican  views  made 
from  original  pictures.  As  a  lecturer 
he  is  one  of  the  most  able  men  upon 
the  platform  and  his  efforts  are  schol¬ 
arly,  eloquent,  educational  and  inter¬ 
esting.  He  oaints  a  vivid  picture  of 
men  and  events  whom  he  has  actually 
heard  and  seen.  He  has  no  superior  in 
the  realm  of  travel  or  American  His¬ 
tory. 

His  home  is  now  on  East  Buffalo 
Street,  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re¬ 
sides  with  his  wife  ■ehiidgcn 

Stanton  Griffis,  a  student  at  Cornell; 
Lilian  Eyre  Griffis,  a  graduate  of  Vas- 
sar  College,  and  John  Elliot  Griffis,  a 
student  at  St.  John’s  School  at  Manlius, 
N.  Y. 

His  house  %  a  veritable  museum  of 
rare  and  costly  mementoes  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Japan.  Many  of  these  articles 
were  presented  to  him  by  the  great 
men  of  that  country  and  have  a  histor¬ 
ical  value.  His  study  is  on  the  upper 
floor  with  wide  windows  facing  the. 
East,  South  and  Weatv  Here  are  some 
7,000  Japanese  books,  many  works  in 
German  and  French  on  Japan  and  a 
rare  general  library. 


